Batten disease (juvenile onset neuronal ceroid lipofuscinosis, Spielmeyer-Vogt) is the most common inherited neurodegenerative disorder of childhood with an incidence of 1:25 000 in western countries. The clinical features include visual failure, seizures, psychomotor deterioration, and premature death. To date, the presence ofvacuolated lymphocytes and retinal degeneration have been the most reliable diagnostic criteria. ' The gene, CLN3, underlying Batten disease is located on chromosome 16pl 2.1 2 The cDNA which is defective in Batten patients was recently identified, and it encodes a protein with unknown function. 3 The major mutation underlying Batten disease is a 1.02 kb deletion which removes two exons, and it is carried by 81% of the affected chromosomes from 16 different populations analysed so far.
We have developed a solid phase minisequencing based diagnostic test to identify the major mutation. The method4 originally developed to detect point mutations was devised to detect the 1.02 kb deletion. The strategy for the method is described in fig 1 
